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Was there a conservative Enlightenment? Could a self-proclaimed man of learning and progressive science
also have been an agent of monarchy and reaction? Cadwallader Colden (1688–1776), an educated Scottish
emigrant and powerful colonial politician, was at the forefront of American intellectual culture in the mid-
eighteenth century. While living in rural New York, he recruited family, friends, servants, and slaves into
multiple scientific ventures and built a transatlantic network of contacts and correspondents that included
Benjamin Franklin and Carl Linnaeus. Over several decades, Colden pioneered colonial botany, produced
new theories of animal and human physiology, authored an influential history of the Iroquois, and developed
bold new principles of physics and an engaging explanation of the cause of gravity.

The Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden traces the life and ideas of this fascinating and controversial
"gentleman-scholar." John M. Dixon's lively and accessible account explores the overlapping ideological,
social, and political worlds of this earliest of New York intellectuals. Colden and other learned colonials
used intellectual practices to assert their gentility and establish their social and political superiority, but their
elitist claims to cultural authority remained flimsy and open to widespread local derision. Although Colden,
who governed New York as an unpopular Crown loyalist during the imperial crises of the 1760s and 1770s,
was brutally lampooned by the New York press, his scientific work, which was published in Europe, raised
the international profile of American intellectualism.
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From reader reviews:

Monica Ceja:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to
answer that question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this The
Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden: Empire, Science, and Intellectual Culture in British New York to
read.

Sylvia Harrington:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated
the item for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having
chance to stand than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you that
The Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden: Empire, Science, and Intellectual Culture in British New York
book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Hazel Reinoso:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is The
Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden: Empire, Science, and Intellectual Culture in British New York this e-
book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how
can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Phyllis Thompson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Enlightenment of Cadwallader
Colden: Empire, Science, and Intellectual Culture in British New York which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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