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The first retrospective of one of the defining visual stylists of the 1950s.

Vintage music buffs have long been bedazzled by bizarre, cartoonish album covers tagged with the signature
"Flora." In the 1940s and '50s, James (Jim) Flora designed dozens of diabolic cover illustrations, many for
Columbia and RCA Victor jazz artists. His designs pulsed with angular hepcats bearing funnel-tapered noses
and shark-fin chins, who fingered cockeyed pianos and honked lollipop-hued horns. In the background,
geometric doo-dads floated willy-nilly like a kindergarten toy room gone anti-gravitational. He wreaked
havoc with the laws of physics, conjuring up flying musicians, levitating instruments, and wobbly
dimensional perspectives. Yet Flora's wondrous, childlike exuberance was subverted by a sinister tinge of the
grotesque. As Flora confessed in a 1998 interview, "I got away with murder, didn't I?"

This is the first collection of the marvelous, mischievous album art of Jim Flora (1914-1998). The book
contains most of Flora's known covers (around 50), which command high prices on eBay. The gallery
includes rarely seen illustrations and covers from Columbia's new release monthly, "Coda" (1943-1953), and
some of Flora's post-WWII commercial magazine work. The Mischievous Art of Jim Flora also presents the
first reprinting of Flora's fabled Little Man Press work (1939-1942). LMP was a small publishing imprint
started by literary nutjob Robert Lowry, who recruited Flora as his graphic co-conspirator. Their LMP
editions were printed at home in small runs of 125 to 400 copies. These books served as artistic rites of
exorcism for Flora, as the budding illustrator's images veered from childish whimsy to disturbing
freakishness. The book encapsulates Flora's life with a biographical profile, interviews, photos,
autobiographical reminiscences, and tributes from Alex Steinweiss, Gene Deitch, Shag, R.O. Blechman, Tim
Biskup, and others who knew Jim and/or were influenced by him. Full-color and black-and-white
illustrations throughout
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From reader reviews:

Elvis Quinlan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Mischievous Art of Jim Flora
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Leif Etter:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Mischievous Art of Jim Flora is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Shirley Cochran:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Mischievous Art of Jim Flora is
simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Tammy Paradis:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like newspaper,
magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your understanding
by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for the
Mischievous Art of Jim Flora when you required it?
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