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Who are the Jews--a race, a people, a religious group? For over a century, non-Jews and Jews alike have
tried to identify who they were--first applying the methods of physical anthropology and more recently of
population genetics.

In Legacy, Harry Ostrer, a medical geneticist and authority on the genetics of the Jewish people, explores not
only the history of these efforts, but also the insights that genetics has provided about the histories of
contemporary Jewish people. Much of the book is told through the lives of scientific pioneers. We meet
Russian immigrant Maurice Fishberg; Australian Joseph Jacobs, the leading Jewish anthropologist in fin-de-
siècle Europe; Chaim Sheba, a colorful Israeli geneticist and surgeon general of the Israeli Army; and Arthur
Mourant, one of the foremost cataloguers of blood groups in the 20th century. As Ostrer describes their work
and the work of others, he shows that to look over the genetics of Jewish groups, and to see the history of the
Diaspora woven there, is truly a marvel. Here is what happened as the Jews migrated to new places and saw
their numbers wax and wane, as they gained and lost adherents and thrived or were buffeted by famine,
disease, wars, and persecution. Many of these groups--from North Africa, the Middle East, India--are little-
known, and by telling their stories, Ostrer brings them to the forefront at a time when assimilation is literally
changing the face of world Jewry.

A fascinating blend of history, science, and biography, Legacy offers readers an entirely fresh perspective on
the Jewish people and their history. It is as well a cutting-edge portrait of population genetics, a field which
may soon take its place as a pillar of group identity alongside shared spirituality, shared social values, and a
shared cultural legacy.
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From reader reviews:

William Svendsen:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Legacy: A Genetic History of the
Jewish People will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with
you?

Owen Bourne:

The book Legacy: A Genetic History of the Jewish People can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Legacy: A Genetic History of the Jewish People? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book Legacy: A Genetic History of the Jewish People has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Bonnie Abramowitz:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Legacy: A Genetic
History of the Jewish People that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you are able to pick Legacy: A Genetic History of the Jewish People become your starter.

Jessica Henriquez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Legacy: A Genetic History of the Jewish People why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.
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