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“In Autoepitaph, Reinaldo Arenas soars above death, conquers terror, and sees himself reflected in the face
of his lover, the Cuban sea.”—Flora González Mandri, coeditor and cotranslator of In the Vortex of the
Cyclone: Selected Poems by Excilia Saldaña

 

“A powerful tribute to Arenas, a poet who explores the meaning of our ethical standing in the world as well
as the transient nature of our souls. In this collection, we journey with Arenas into his struggles and victories,
accompanied by his voice, filled with fortitude and hope. The English translation pays tribute to the original
Spanish text.”—Marjorie Agosín, author of Of Earth and Sea: A Chilean Memoir

 

Reinaldo Arenas (1943–1990) remains one of the most famous Cuban writers in exile. His work constitutes a
monument of resistance literature, but much of the focus has been on his novels and his autobiography,
Before Night Falls, chosen as one of the ten best books of 1993 by the New York Times. Because his poetic
output has not been widely translated, Autoepitaph is the first and only career-spanning volume of Arenas’s
poetry in translation in any language.

This bilingual volume includes narrative poems, sonnets, excerpts from Arenas’s prose poems, and
previously unpublished works from his papers at Princeton University. Both the Spanish originals as well as
English translations seamlessly capture the poet’s sarcasm, humor, and powerful rhythms. Camelly Cruz-
Martes provides an outline for Arenas’s major poetic strategies, as well as context for the themes that unite
his poems: resistance against colonialism, political and personal repression, existential alienation, and the
desire for transcendence through art. 
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Rogers:

The event that you get from Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and Spanish Edition) is the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and Spanish Edition)
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
through anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and
Spanish Edition) instantly.

Carolyn Walton:

Often the book Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and Spanish Edition) has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Corrine Steinke:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and
Spanish Edition) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Autoepitaph: Selected
Poems (English and Spanish Edition).

Alberto Alvarez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and Spanish Edition) when you desired it?
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