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"The Lives They Left Behind is a deeply moving testament to the human side of mental illness, and of the
narrow margin which so often separates the sane from the mad. It is a remarkable portrait, too, of the life of a
psychiatric asylum--the sort of community in which, for better and for worse, hundreds of thousands of
people lived out their lives. Darby Penney and Peter Stastny's careful historical (almost archaeological) and
biographical reconstructions give us unique insight into these lives which would otherwise be lost and,
indeed, unimaginable to the rest of us."-Oliver Sacks, M.D., Professor of Neurology and Psychiatry,
Columbia University Medical Center, Columbia University Artist, and author of Musicophilia "The haunting
thing about the suitcase owners is that it's so easy to identify with them."-Newsweek "In their poignant detail
the items helped rescue these individuals from the dark sprawl of anonymity."-The New York Times "[The
authors] spent 10 years piecing together . . . the lives these patients lived before they were nightmarishly
stripped of their identities."-Newsday More than four hundred abandoned suitcases filled with patients'
belongings were found when Willard Psychiatric Center closed in 1995 after 125 years of operation. They
are skillfully examined here and compared to the written record to create a moving-and devastating-group
portrait of twentieth-century American psychiatric care.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Lives They Left
Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic by Penney, Darby, Stastny, Peter (2009) Paperback, you could
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Ashley Staley:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon.
The The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic by Penney, Darby, Stastny, Peter
(2009) Paperback provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Nathan Osborne:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic
by Penney, Darby, Stastny, Peter (2009) Paperback can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Denise Barnhart:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic by Penney, Darby,



Stastny, Peter (2009) Paperback when you essential it?
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