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This collection of essays devoted to the centrality of place in the short stories and novels of some of the
twentieth century’s most famous American writers was conceived as a way to honor the life and career of
Walter Sullivan, an author for whom place was central both in his fiction and in his critical writing. The
works explored in this volume range from the Middle West realism of Fitzgerald and Powers to the
wilderness vision of Faulkner and the historical and political fiction of Warren.

In “Imagination in Place” Wendell Berry describes how place in the context of local geography, local
culture, and agriculture influenced his writings. Thomas Bontly’s “Wallace Stegner’s Lyrical
Realism”explains the importance not only of a person’s securing his or her place but of an author’s doing so
as well.

Eudora Welty is the pivotal figure in this book, and her "Place in Fiction" is considered in this collection
time and again by many of the contributors. Both Lewis Simpson and Denis Donoghue choose her story “No
Place for You, My Love” to demonstrate place and its effect on the outside world. Donoghue stresses
Welty’s imagery emphasizing the occasional and emblematic nature of the local image. In following the
logic of his reflections he decides that Welty’s focus on place constitutes a theory of pastoral.

Lewis Simpson also stresses the importance of place as the essential element in the same story and discusses
the mysterious relationship between the two unnamed principals, but Simpson goes on to show the
importance of time in fiction, especially the novel; and he reveals the linkage that connects time to memory,
specifically to what he deems “the culture of memory” in Faulkner and Welty.

Place, as Eudora Welty declares, is “where [the writer] has his roots, place is where he stands; in his
experience out of which he writes, it provides the base of reference; in his work, the point of view.”
“Fiction,” she continues, “depends for its life on place.” These essays, whose authors include Joseph Blotner,
Scott Donaldson, Charles East, George Garrett, Louis D. Rubin, Jr., and Elizabeth Spencer, prove the truth of
that dictum.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Moore:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Place in American Fiction: Excursions and
Explorations will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

George Kirby:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Place in American Fiction: Excursions
and Explorations as the daily resource information.

Jennifer Fields:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Place in American Fiction: Excursions and Explorations can
be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Samantha Bond:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Place in American Fiction: Excursions and
Explorations, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.
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