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For readers of Atul Gawande, Andrew Solomon, and Anne Lamott, a profoundly moving, exquisitely
observed memoir by a young neurosurgeon faced with a terminal cancer diagnosis who attempts to
answer the question: What makes a life worth living?

At the age of 36, on the verge of completing a decade's worth of training as a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi
was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. One day he was a doctor treating the dying, and the next he was a
patient struggling to live. And just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined evaporated. When
Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi's transformation from a naïve medical student "possessed", as he
wrote, "by the question of what, given that all organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life" into a
neurosurgeon at Stanford working in the brain, the most critical place for human identity, and finally into a
patient and new father confronting his own mortality.

What makes life worth living in the face of death? What do you do when the future, no longer a ladder
toward your goals in life, flattens out into a perpetual present? What does it mean to have a child, to nurture a
new life as another fades away? These are some of the questions Kalanithi wrestles with in this profoundly
moving, exquisitely observed memoir.

Paul Kalanithi died in March 2015, while working on this book, yet his words live on as a guide and a gift to
us all. "I began to realize that coming face to face with my own mortality, in a sense, had changed nothing
and everything," he wrote. "Seven words from Samuel Beckett began to repeat in my head: 'I can't go on. I'll
go on.'" When Breath Becomes Air is an unforgettable, life-affirming reflection on the challenge of facing
death and on the relationship between doctor and patient, from a brilliant writer who became both.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

The book When Breath Becomes Air can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book When Breath
Becomes Air? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book When Breath
Becomes Air has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look
the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Joshua Parsons:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book When Breath Becomes Air ended up being making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The guide When Breath Becomes Air is not only giving you more new information but also to become
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with all the book When Breath Becomes Air. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Russell Pittman:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long
to reading a publication. The book When Breath Becomes Air it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Donna Moore:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
When Breath Becomes Air your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get just before. The When Breath Becomes Air giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like



winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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