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“Popular history of the finest sort . . . an excellent book worthy to rank with Barbara Tuchman’s The
Guns of August and Alan Moorehead’s Gallipoli.” —The New York Times

On June 28, 1914, in the dusty Balkan town of Sarajevo, an assassin fired two shots. In the next five minutes,
as the stout middle-aged Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Habsburg, heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, and
his wife bled to death, a dynasty—and with it, a whole way of life—began to topple.

In the ages before World War I, four dynasties—the Habsburg, Hohenzollern, Ottoman, and
Romanov—dominated much of civilization. Outwardly different, they were at bottom somewhat alike:
opulent, grandiose, suffocating in tradition, ostentatiously gilded on the surface and rotting at the core.
Worse still, they were tragically out of step with the forces shaping the modern world.

The Fall of the Dynasties covers the period from 1905 to 1922, when these four ruling houses crumbled and
fell, destroying old alliances and obliterating old boundaries. World War I was precipitated by their decay
and their splintered baroque rubble proved to be a treacherous base for the new nations that emerged from
the war. “All convulsions of the last half-century,” Taylor writes, “stem back to Sarajevo: the two World
Wars, the Bolshevik revolution, the rise and fall of Hitler, and the ongoing turmoil in the Middle East.
Millions upon millions of deaths can be traced to one or another of these upheavals; all of us who survive
have been scarred at least emotionally by them.”

In this classic volume, Taylor traces the origins of the dynasties whose collapse brought the old order
crashing down and the events leading to their astonishingly swift downfall.

Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers
interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK
assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient
Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York
Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Ross:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Fall of the Dynasties: The Collapse of the Old Order: 1905-1922.

Patti Metivier:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Fall of the Dynasties: The Collapse of the Old
Order: 1905-1922 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate
book with you?

Roger Cooper:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Fall of the Dynasties: The
Collapse of the Old Order: 1905-1922 to read.

Mattie Peters:

Why? Because this The Fall of the Dynasties: The Collapse of the Old Order: 1905-1922 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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