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In 1861, Americans thought that the war looming on their horizon would be brief. None foresaw that they
were embarking on our nation's worst calamity, afour-year bloodbath that cost the lives of more than half a
million people. But as eminent Civil War historian Emory Thomas points out in this stimulating and
provocative book, once the dogs of war are unleashed, it is almost impossible to rein them in.

In The Dogs of War, Thomas highlights the delusions that dominated each side's thinking. Lincoln believed
that most Southerners loved the Union, and would be dragged unwillingly into secession by the planter class.
Jefferson Davis could not quite believe that Northern resolve would survive the first battle. Once the

Y ankees witnessed Southern determination, he hoped, they would acknowledge Confederate independence.
These two leaders, in turn, reflected widely held myths. Thomas weaves his exploration of these
misconceptions into a tense narrative of the months leading up to the war, from the "Great Secession Winter"
to afast-paced account of the Fort Sumter crisisin 1861.

Emory M. Thomas's books demonstrate a breathtaking range of major Civil War scholarship, from The
Confederacy as a Revolutionary Experience and the landmark The Confederate Nation, to definitive
biographies of Robert E. Lee and J.E.B. Stuart. In The Dogs of War, he draws upon his lifetime of study to
offer anew perspective on the outbreak of our national Iliad.
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From reader reviews:
Kimberly Langdon:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Dogs of War: 18617 Maybe
it isto become best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Cindy Knutson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyoneisyou don't know which you should start with. This The Dogs of War: 1861 is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Dawn Nelson:

This book untitled The Dogs of War: 1861 to be one of several books that best seller in thisyear, thisis
because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this guide from your list.

Michad Larose:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Dogs of War: 1861 why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. Theinside or content will be fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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