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Peter Gottschalk offers a compelling study of how, through the British implementation of scientific
taxonomy in the subcontinent, Britons and Indians identified an inherent divide between mutually
antagonistic religious communities.

England's ascent to power coincided with the rise of empirical science as an authoritative way of knowing
not only the natural world, but the human one as well. The British scientific passion for classification,
combined with the Christian impulse to differentiate people according to religion, led to a designation of
Indians as either Hindu or Muslim according to rigidly defined criteria that paralleled classification in
botanical and zoological taxonomies.

Through an historical and ethnographic study of the north Indian village of Chainpur, Gottschalk shows that
the Britons' presumed categories did not necessarily reflect the Indians' concepts of their own identities,
though many Indians came to embrace this scientism and gradually accepted the categories the British
instituted through projects like the Census of India, the Archaeological Survey of India, and the India
Museum. Today's propogators of Hindu-Muslim violence often cite scientistic formulations of difference
that descend directly from the categories introduced by imperial Britain.

Religion, Science, and Empire will be a valuable resource to anyone interested in the colonial and
postcolonial history of religion in India.
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From reader reviews:

William Deck:

This Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam in British India book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and
Islam in British India without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam in British
India can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism
and Islam in British India having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Mary Davis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying
Hinduism and Islam in British India is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Alyssa Lewis:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam
in British India it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book features high quality.

Sandra Bryson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam in British India your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and



explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism
and Islam in British India giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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