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At the beginning of the twentieth century, labor leaders in women's unions routinely chastised their members
for their ceaseless pursuit of fashion, avid reading of dime novels, and "affected" ways, including aristocratic
airs and accents. Indeed, working women in America were eagerly participating in the burgeoning consumer
culture available to them. While the leading activists, organizers, and radicals feared that consumerist
tendencies made working women seem frivolous and dissuaded them from political action, these women, in
fact, went on strike in very large numbers during the period, proving themselves to be politically active,
astute, and effective.

In Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure, historian Nan Enstad explores the complex relationship between
consumer culture and political activism for late nineteenth- and twentieth-century working women. While
consumerism did not make women into radicals, it helped shape their culture and their identities as both
workers and political actors.

Examining material ranging from early dime novels about ordinary women who inherit wealth or marry
millionaires, to inexpensive, ready-to-wear clothing that allowed them to both deny and resist mistreatment
in the workplace, Enstad analyzes how working women wove popular narratives and fashions into their
developing sense of themselves as "ladies." She then provides a detailed examination of how this notion of
"ladyhood" affected the great New York shirtwaist strike of 1909–1910. From the women's grievances, to the
walkout of over 20,000 workers, to their style of picketing, Enstad shows how consumer culture was a
central theme in this key event of labor strife. Finally, Enstad turns to the motion picture genre of female
adventure serials, popular after 1912, which imbued "ladyhood" with heroines' strength, independence, and
daring.
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From reader reviews:

Dana Gallo:

The book Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the
Turn of the Twentieth Century give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Ladies of Labor, Girls of
Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the Turn of the Twentieth Century to
get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-
book Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the Turn
of the Twentieth Century. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jose Pina:

Here thing why that Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor
Politics at the Turn of the Twentieth Century are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at
the Turn of the Twentieth Century giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no guide that similar with Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women,
Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the Turn of the Twentieth Century. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Ladies of Labor,
Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the Turn of the Twentieth
Century in e-book can be your choice.

Katie Jones:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the Turn of
the Twentieth Century provide you with a new experience in examining a book.



Julio Canfield:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Ladies of Labor, Girls of
Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the Turn of the Twentieth Century
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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