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Coward. It's a grave insult, likely to provoke anger, shame, even violence. But what exactly is cowardice?
When terrorists are called cowards, does it mean the same as when the term is applied to soldiers? And what,
if anything, does cowardice have to do with the rest of us? Bringing together sources from court-martial
cases to literary and film classics such as Dante's Inferno, The Red Badge of Courage, and The Thin Red
Line, Cowardice recounts the great harm that both cowards and the fear of seeming cowardly have done, and
traces the idea of cowardice's power to its evolutionary roots. But Chris Walsh also shows that this power
has faded, most dramatically on the battlefield. Misconduct that earlier might have been punished as
cowardice has more recently often been treated medically, as an adverse reaction to trauma, and Walsh
explores a parallel therapeutic shift that reaches beyond war, into the realms of politics, crime, philosophy,
religion, and love.

Yet, as Walsh indicates, the therapeutic has not altogether triumphed--contempt for cowardice endures, and
he argues that such contempt can be a good thing. Courage attracts much more of our attention, but
rigorously understanding cowardice may be more morally useful, for it requires us to think critically about
our duties and our fears, and it helps us to act ethically when fear and duty conflict.

Richly illustrated and filled with fascinating stories and insights, Cowardice is the first sustained analysis of
a neglected but profound and pervasive feature of human experience.
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From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

Typically the book Cowardice: A Brief History will bring one to the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Cowardice: A Brief History is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Julie Boyle:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of
them is this Cowardice: A Brief History.

Holly Murphy:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Cowardice: A Brief History is simple
bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

George Gentry:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Cowardice: A Brief History was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Cowardice: A Brief History has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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