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An illustrated history of the Mafia, focusing on this highly developed criminal organization both as a cult
subject and an important social phenomenon. Movie classics like The Godfather epitomize our fascination
with the underworld of the Mafia, conjuring images of cigar-smoking dons and shoot-outs in pizzerias. But
behind the romantic myths of "men of honor" and omertà lies a very real world of murder, racketeering, and
organized crime. Marco Gasparini traces the evolution of the Mafia from nineteenth-century Sicily to the
streets of twentieth-century New York, to the international cartels that rule the illegal drug and arms trades
today. In this authoritative volume he exposes the many secrets of an "octopus" organization that has
remained impenetrable for decades, despite the efforts of heroic crime fighters such as New York police
officer Joe Petrosino and the similarly ill-fated Italian judge Giovanni Falcone almost a century later. We
discover the Mafia’s greatest godfathers, underbosses, and "soldiers," as well as its pentiti (or turncoats) and
the most formidable wives of Mafiosi. This book not only focuses on the original Sicilian Cosa Nostra and
its various branches—such as Al Capone’s Chicago Outfit or the still existent Corleonesi—it also features
the equally bloody Neapolitan Camorra, which inspired the compelling documentary Gomorrah, and the
Japanese Yakuza, the largest organized crime group in the world today, as well as the ever-growing Russian
and Chinese "mafias." Mafia reveals the multi-faceted reality behind a phenomenon that has sparked the
popular imagination for decades.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Ross:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book The Mafia: History and Legend it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Rosalie Dietrich:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually The Mafia: History and Legend.

Darlene Beaudoin:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Mafia: History and Legend can
be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Danny Solberg:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Mafia: History and Legend was filled regarding science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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