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How did the human mind emerge from the collection of neurons that makes up the brain? How did the brain
acquire self-awareness, functional autonomy, language, and the ability to think, to understand itself and the
world? In this volume in the Essential Knowledge series, Zoltan Torey offers an accessible and concise
description of the evolutionary breakthrough that created the human mind. Drawing on insights from
evolutionary biology, neuroscience, and linguistics, Torey reconstructs the sequence of events by which
Homo erectus became Homo sapiens. He describes the augmented functioning that underpins the emergent
mind -- anew ("off-line") internal response system with which the brain accessesitself and then forms a
selection mechanism for mentally generated behavior options. This functional breakthrough, Torey argues,
explains how the animal brain's "awareness' became self-accessible and reflective -- that is, how the human
brain acquired a conscious mind. Consciousness, unlike animal awareness, is not a unitary phenomenon but a
composite process. Torey's account shows how protolanguage evolved into language, how a brain subsystem
for the emergent mind was built, and why these devel opments are opague to introspection. We experience
the brain's functional autonomy, he argues, as free will. Torey proposes that once life began, consciousness
had to emerge -- because consciousness is the informational source of the brain's behavioral response.
Consciousness, he argues, is not anewly acquired "quality," "cosmic principle," "circuitry arrangement," or
"epiphenomenon,” as others have argued, but an indispensable working component of the living system's
manner of functioning.
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From reader reviews:
Adrienne M cGinnis;

The book The Conscious Mind (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Conscious Mind
(The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But
one aim this book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Conscious Mind (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) has simple shape but you know: it has great
and big function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open up and read aguide. So it isvery
wonderful.

Tom Burkhardt:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading practice
giveyou lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Conscious
Mind (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Catherine Branch:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Conscious Mind (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series), you can tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Norman Duque:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story aswell astheir experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays awaystry to



improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Conscious Mind (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series).
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