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This book examines the concepts of power, wealth and women in the important Mahayana Buddhist
scripture known as the Gandavyuha-sutra, and relates these to the text’s social context in ancient Indian
during the Buddhist Middle Period (0–500 CE).

Employing contemporary textual theory, worldview analysis and structural narrative theory, the author puts
forward a new approach to the study of Mahayana Buddhist sources, the ‘systems approach’, by which
literature is viewed as embedded in a social system. Consequently, he analyses the Gandavyuha in the
contexts of reality, society and the individual, and applies these notions to the key themes of power, wealth
and women. The study reveals that the spiritual hierarchy represented within the Gandavyuha replicates the
political hierarchies in India during Buddhism’s Middle Period, that the role of wealth mirrors its
significance as a sign of spiritual status in Indian Buddhist society, and that the substantial number of female
spiritual guides in the narrative reflects the importance of royal women patrons of Indian Buddhism at the
time.

This book will appeal to higher-level undergraduates, postgraduates and scholars of religious studies,
Buddhist studies, Asian studies, South Asian studies and Indology.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Schmidt:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One
of them is this Power, Wealth and Women in Indian Mahayana Buddhism: The Gandavyuha-sutra
(Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism).

David Lacey:

Often the book Power, Wealth and Women in Indian Mahayana Buddhism: The Gandavyuha-sutra
(Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Steve Bennett:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Power, Wealth and Women in Indian Mahayana Buddhism: The Gandavyuha-sutra
(Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
Being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Power, Wealth and Women in Indian Mahayana
Buddhism: The Gandavyuha-sutra (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism). You can more appealing than
now.

Brenda Burrows:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Power, Wealth and Women in Indian Mahayana Buddhism: The Gandavyuha-sutra (Routledge Critical



Studies in Buddhism) when you required it?
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