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The self-proclaimed Sun King, Louis XIV ruled over the most glorious and extravagant court in seventeenth-
century Europe. Now, Antonia Fraser goes behind the well-known tales of Louis’s accomplishments and
follies, exploring in riveting detail his intimate relationships with women.

The king’s mother, Anne of Austria, had been in a childless marriage for twenty-two years before she gave
birth to Louis XIV. A devout Catholic, she instilled in her son a strong sense of piety and fought successfully
for his right to absolute power. In 1660, Louis married his first cousin, Marie-Thérèse, in a political
arrangement. While unfailingly kind to the official "Queen of Versailles," Louis sought others to satisfy his
romantic and sexual desires. After a flirtation with his sister-in-law, his first important mistress was Louise
de La Vallière, who bore him several children before being replaced by the tempestuous and brilliant
Athénaïs, marquise de Montespan. Later, when Athénaïs’s reputation was tarnished, the king continued to
support her publicly until Athénaïs left court for a life of repentance. Meanwhile her children’s governess,
the intelligent and seemingly puritanical Françoise de Maintenon, had already won the king’s affections; in a
relationship in complete contrast to his physical obsession with Athénaïs, Louis XIV lived happily with
Madame de Maintenon for the rest of his life, very probably marrying her in secret. When his grandson’s
child bride, the enchanting Adelaide of Savoy, came to Versaille she lightened the king’s last years—until
tragedy struck.

With consummate skill, Antonia Fraser weaves insights into the nature of women’s religious lives—as well
as such practical matters as contraception—into her magnificent, sweeping portrait of the king, his court, and
his ladies.
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From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

This Love and Louis XIV: The Women in the Life of the Sun King book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This Love and Louis XIV: The Women in the Life of the Sun King without we
recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Love and Louis XIV: The Women in the Life of the Sun King can bring when you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Love and Louis XIV: The Women in the Life of the Sun King having excellent arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Andrew Parker:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Love and Louis XIV: The Women in
the Life of the Sun King, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Lucille Chenier:

This Love and Louis XIV: The Women in the Life of the Sun King is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Love and Louis XIV: The Women in the Life of the Sun King in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen
second right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt which?

Pat Tran:

Beside this Love and Louis XIV: The Women in the Life of the Sun King in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Love and Louis XIV: The Women in the Life of the Sun King because this



book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book in addition to read it from right now!
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