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Exxon, Gulf, Texaco, Mobil, Socal, BP, and Shell: five huge American companies, one British company, and
one Anglo-Dutch concern dominated the world of oil for most of the century following the first Pennsylvania
strike. How did this largest and most critical of the world's industries come under the control of these seven
giants, and what will happen to them now, balanced on the tightrope between the demands of consumers and
their partnership with the producing countries of OPEC? To answer these questions Anthony Sampson
traveled the world from Houston to Vienna, from London, Washington, and New York to Tehran and
Riyadh, interviewing sheikhs, politicians, and oil executives. His findings make a dramatic, engrossing, and
urgently important book.

Beginning with the birth of the companies, we see how they developed their own personalities and
techniques, and how they combined, even while competing, to carve up world sources and markets. The
breakup of Standard Oil in 1911, the Achnacarry Castle meeting of 1928, Abadan, Mossadeq, Libya in 1970,
the Yom Kippur War and the 1973 oil embargo and the energy crisis, the Senate multinational hearings -- all
the clashes, crises, and turning-points are seen as elements of the great industrial epic of modern times.

One of the main factors distinguishing this book from the vast existing oil literature is the emphasis on the
human side -- the people who made the Sisters, those who run them today, and those who fought them: the
independents, the producing countries, the trustbusters, and the home governments.

One dominating question runs through this book: Who shall control? In all its astonishing history, oil has
consistently flowed into the hands of a monopoly or cartel. As the companies move from confrontation to
collusion with the producing countries, the consumer stands helpless. This gripping and remarkably objective
book is vital to understanding what makes our industrial society work and how we can help it to go on
working.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Grinder:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Seven Sisters: The great oil companies & the world
they shaped. Try to face the book The Seven Sisters: The great oil companies & the world they shaped as
your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Amanda Acuna:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Seven Sisters: The great oil companies & the world they
shaped. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book The Seven Sisters: The great oil companies & the world they shaped. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Pauline Lipman:

The feeling that you get from The Seven Sisters: The great oil companies & the world they shaped may be
the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Seven Sisters: The great oil companies & the
world they shaped giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Seven
Sisters: The great oil companies & the world they shaped instantly.

Haydee Todd:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Seven Sisters: The great oil companies & the world they shaped when you essential it?
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