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The role of international law in global politics is as poorly understood as it is important. But how can the
international legal regime encourage states to respect human rights? Given that international law lacks a
centralized enforcement mechanism, it is not obvious how this law matters at all, and how it might change
the behavior or preferences of state actors. In Socializing States, Ryan Goodman and Derek Jinks contend
that what is needed is a greater emphasis on the mechanisms of law's social influence--and the micro-
processes that drive each mechanism. Such an emphasis would make clearer the micro-foundations of
international law. This book argues for a greater specification and a more comprehensive inventory of how
international law influences relevant actors to improve human rights conditions. Substantial empirical
evidence suggests three conceptually distinct mechanisms whereby states and institutions might influence the
behavior of other states: material inducement, persuasion, and what Goodman and Jinks call acculturation.
The latter includes social and cognitive forces such as mimicry, status maximization, prestige, and
identification. The book argues that (1) acculturation is a conceptually distinct, empirically documented
social process through which state behavior is influenced; and (2) acculturation-based approaches might
occasion a rethinking of fundamental regime design problems in human rights law. This exercise not only
allows for reexamination of policy debates in human rights law; it also provides a conceptual framework for
assessing the costs and benefits of various design principles.

While acculturation is not necessarily the most important or most desirable approach to promoting human
rights, a better understanding of all three mechanisms is a necessary first step in the development of an
integrated theory of international law's influence. Socializing States provides the critical framework to
improve our understanding of how norms operate in international society, and thereby improve the capacity
of global and domestic institutions to build cultures of human rights,
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From reader reviews:

Willie Burroughs:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their
can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need that Socializing States: Promoting Human Rights through
International Law to read.

Gregory Mendoza:

Here thing why this particular Socializing States: Promoting Human Rights through International Law are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Socializing States: Promoting Human Rights
through International Law giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no book that similar with Socializing States: Promoting Human Rights through
International Law. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Socializing States: Promoting Human Rights through International Law in
e-book can be your alternative.

Monica Philson:

This book untitled Socializing States: Promoting Human Rights through International Law to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Debra Capone:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Socializing States: Promoting Human
Rights through International Law to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like
to open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Socializing States: Promoting Human Rights through
International Law can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must



you're doing of the time.
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