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I first read Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita on a balcony of the Hotel Metropole in Saigon on
three summer evenings in 1971. The tropical air was heavy and full of the smells of cordite and motorcycle
exhaust and rotting fish and wood-fire stoves, and the horizon flared ambiguously, perhaps from heat
lightning, perhaps from bombs. Later each night, as was my custom, I would wander out into the steamy
back alleys of the city, where no one ever seemed to sleep, and crouch in doorways with the people and
listen to the stories of their culture and their ancestors and their ongoing lives. Bulgakov taught me to hear
something in those stories that I had not yet clearly heard. One could call it, in terms that would soon
thereafter gain wide currency, "magical realism". The deadpan mix of the fantastic and the realistic was at
the heart of the Vietnamese mythos. It is at the heart of the present zeitgeist. And it was not invented by
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, as wonderful as his One Hundred Years of Solitude is. Garcia Marquez's landmark
work of magical realism was predated by nearly three decades by Bulgakov's brilliant masterpiece of a
novel. That summer in Saigon a vodka-swilling, talking black cat, a coven of beautiful naked witches,
Pontius Pilate, and a whole cast of benighted writers of Stalinist Moscow and Satan himself all took up
permanent residence in my creative unconscious. Their presence, perhaps more than anything else from the
realm of literature, has helped shape the work I am most proud of. I'm often asked for a list of favorite
authors. Here is my advice. Read Bulgakov. Look around you at the new century. He will show you things
you need to see.
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From reader reviews:

Ann McLemore:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Master and
Margarita? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Ron Taylor:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The Master
and Margarita.

Josephine Draughn:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Master and Margarita is simple
bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Kathy Davis:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Master and Margarita was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The Master and Margarita has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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