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In this powerful and timely book, one of the most admired and authoritative religious leaders of our time
tackles the phenomenon of religious extremism and violence committed in the name of God. If religion is
perceived as being part of the problem, Rabbi Sacks argues, then it must also form part of the solution. When
religion becomes a zero-sum conceit—that is, my religion is the only right path to God, therefore your
religion is by definition wrong—and individuals are motivated by what Rabbi Sacks calls “altruistic evil,”
violence between peoples of different beliefs appears to be the only natural outcome.
 
But through an exploration of the roots of violence and its relationship to religion, and employing
groundbreaking biblical analysis and interpretation, Rabbi Sacks shows that religiously inspired violence has
as its source misreadings of biblical texts at the heart of all three Abrahamic faiths. By looking anew at the
book of Genesis, with its foundational stories of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, Rabbi Sacks offers a
radical rereading of many of the Bible’s seminal stories of sibling rivalry: Cain and Abel, Isaac and Ishmael,
Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his brothers, Rachel and Leah.
 
“Abraham himself,” writes Rabbi Sacks, “sought to be a blessing to others regardless of their faith. That
idea, ignored for many of the intervening centuries, remains the simplest definition of Abrahamic faith. It is
not our task to conquer or convert the world or enforce uniformity of belief. It is our task to be a blessing to
the world. The use of religion for political ends is not righteousness but idolatry . . . To invoke God to justify
violence against the innocent is not an act of sanctity but of sacrilege.” Here is an eloquent call for people of
goodwill from all faiths and none to stand together, confront the religious extremism that threatens to destroy
us, and declare: Not in God’s Name.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Perkins:

The book Not in God's Name: Confronting Religious Violence can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Not in God's Name:
Confronting Religious Violence? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Not in God's Name: Confronting Religious Violence has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So
it is very wonderful.

Yvette Barstow:

This book untitled Not in God's Name: Confronting Religious Violence to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Michael Yancey:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is Not in God's Name: Confronting Religious Violence this reserve consist a lot of the information on
the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

John Smith:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide Not in God's Name: Confronting Religious Violence was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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