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This is the first new translation in over forty years of Sade's novel Justine. It is also the first ever critical
edition, based on the original 1791 version of the story, which is the most accessible and artistically
successful of the three versions. The novel tells the story of the beautiful and devout Justine, whose steadfast
faith and naive trust destine her from the outset for sexual exploitation and martyrdom. The unending catalog
of disasters that befall her, during which she is subject to any number of perverse practices, illustrate Sade's
belief in the primacy of Nature over civilization. Virtue is no match for vice, and as criminality and violence
triumph, Justine is doomed to suffer. Indeed, the novel mounts a ferocious physical and intellectual assault
on absolute notions of good and evil.

John Phillips's lively translation conveys the tone of Sade's original text and his introduction situates Sade's
narrative in its historical, literary, and philosophical background, discussing such major themes as attitudes
to women, the church, the justice system, and the world of finance, the sadistic and masochistic elements,
and the novel's reception. The extensive notes shed light on religious and philosophical ideas and explain
allusions to topical events.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

The publication with title Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue (Oxford World's Classics) includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Kimberly Wood:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books
in the top collection in your reading list is usually Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue (Oxford World's
Classics). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Theodore Parish:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue (Oxford World's
Classics) can make you really feel more interested to read.

Vincent Humphreys:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue
(Oxford World's Classics) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue (Oxford World's
Classics) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of that time.
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