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In the de Officiis we have, save for the latter Philippics, the great orator's last contribution to literature. The
last, sad, troubled years of his busy life could not be given to his profession; and he turned his never-resting
thoughts to the second love of his student days and made Greek philosophy a possibility for Roman readers.
The senate had been abolished; the courts had been closed. His occupation was gone; but Cicero could not
surrender himself to idleness. In those days of distraction (46-43 b.c.) he produced for publication almost as
much as in all his years of active life.
The liberators had been able to remove the tyrant, but they could not restore the republic. Cicero's own life
was in danger from the fury of mad Antony and he left Rome about the end of March, 44 b.c. He dared not
even stop permanently in any one of his various country estates, but, wretched, wandered from one of his
villas to another nearly all the summer and autumn through. He would not suffer himself to become a prey to
his overwhelming sorrow at the death of the republic and the final crushing of the hopes that had risen with
Caesar's downfall, but worked at the highest tension on his philosophical studies.
The Romans were not philosophical. In 161 b.c. the senate passed a decree excluding all philosophers and
teachers of rhetoric from the city. They had no taste for philosophical speculation, in which the Greeks were
the world's masters. They were intensely, narrowly practical. And Cicero was thoroughly Roman. As a
student in a Greek university he had had to study philosophy. His mind was broad enough and his soul great
enough to give him a joy in following after the mighty masters, Socrates, Plato, Zeno, Cleanthes, Aristotle,
Theophrastus, and the rest. But he pursued his study of it, like a Roman, from a "practical" motive—to
promote thereby his power as an orator and to augment his success and happiness in life. To him the goal of
philosophy was not primarily to know but to do. Its end was to point out the course of conduct that would
lead to success and happiness. The only side of philosophy, therefore, that could make much appeal to the
Roman mind was ethics; pure science could have little meaning for the practical Roman; metaphysics might
supplement ethics and religion, without which true happiness was felt to be impossible.
Philosophical study had its place, therefore, and the most important department of philosophy was ethics.
The treatise on Moral Duties has the very practical purpose of giving a practical discussion of the basic
principles of Moral Duty and practical rules for personal conduct.
As a philosopher, if we may so stretch the term as to include him, Cicero avows himself an adherent of the
New Academy and a disciple of Carneades. He had tried Epicureanism under Phaedrus and Zeno, Stoicism
under Diodotus and Posidonius; but Philo of Larissa converted him to the New Academy.
Scepticism declared the attainment of absolute knowledge impossible. But there is the easily obtainable
golden mean of the probable; and that appealed to the practical Roman. It appealed especially to Cicero; and
the same indecision that had been his bane in political life naturally led him first to scepticism, then to
eclecticism, where his choice is dictated by his bias for the practical and his scepticism itself disappears from
view. And while Antiochus, the eclectic Academician of Athens, and Posidonius, the eclectic Stoic of
Rhodes, seem to have had the strongest influence upon him, he draws at his own discretion from the founts
of Stoics, Peripatetics, and Academicians alike; he has only contempt for the Epicureans, Cynics, and
Cyrenaics. But the more he studied and lived, the more of a Stoic in ethics he became.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Leclair:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will want this De Officiis: (English Edition).

Catherine Hudson:

Here thing why that De Officiis: (English Edition) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. De Officiis: (English Edition) giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with De Officiis: (English Edition).
It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened
in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of De Officiis: (English Edition) in e-book can be your option.

Joseph Johnson:

You can find this De Officiis: (English Edition) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing
it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Brenda Moulton:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled
update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the De Officiis: (English Edition) when you necessary it?
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