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This book unravels the ethnic history of California since the late nineteenth-century Anglo-American
conquest and institutionalization of "white supremacy" in the state. Almaguer comparatively assesses the
struggles for control of resources, status, and political legitimacy between the European American and the
Native American, Mexican, African-American, Chinese, and Japanese populations. Drawing from an array
of primary and secondary sources, he weaves a detailed, disturbing portrait of ethnic, racial, and class
relationships during this tumultuous time.

The U.S. annexation of California in 1848 and the simultaneous discovery of gold sparked rapid and diverse
waves of immigration westward, displacing the already established pastoral Mexican society. Almaguer
shows how the confrontation between white immigrants and the Mexican ranchero and working class
populations was also a contestation over racial status in which racialization influenced and was in turn
influenced by class position in the changing economic order. Partly because of the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, which granted U.S. citizenship and other rights, parts of the Mexican population were integrated
into the emerging Anglo society more easily than other racialized groups. A case study of Ventura County
highlights declining political and economic fortunes of the Mexican elite while showing how Mexican,
Japanese, Chinese, and Indian populations were permanently relegated to the bottom of the class structure as
unskilled manual workers.

The fate of the Native American population provides perhaps the most extreme example of white supremacy
during the period. Popular conceptions of Native Americans as "uncivilized and "heathen," justified the
killing of more than 8,000 men, women, and children between 1848 and 1870. Many survivors were
incorporated at the periphery of Anglo society, often as indentured laborers and virtual slaves.

Underpinning the institutional structuring of white supremacy were notions such as "manifest destiny," the
inherent good of the capitalist wage-system, and the superiority of Christianity and Euro-American culture,
all of which helped to marginalize non white groups in California and justify Anglo-American class
dominance. As other racialized groups assumed new roles, Almaguer assesses the complex interplay between
economic forces and racial attitudes that simultaneously structured and allocated "group position" in the new
social hierarchy.

California remains a contested racial frontier, as political struggles over the rights and opportunities of
different groups continue to reverberate along racial lines. Racial Fault Lines is an invaluable contribution to
our understanding of ethnicity and class in America, and the social construction of "race" in the Far West.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Osburn:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins of
White Supremacy in California as the daily resource information.

James Horowitz:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins of White Supremacy in California, you can tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
a guide.

Betty Abbott:

Exactly why? Because this Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins of White Supremacy in California is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Racial Fault Lines: The Historical
Origins of White Supremacy in California to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to



like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins
of White Supremacy in California can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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