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Like agreat dynasty that fallsto ruin and is eventually remembered more for its faults than its feats, Arab
nationalism is remembered mostly for its humiliating rout in the 1967 Six Day War, for inter-Arab divisions,
and for words and actions distinguished by their meagerness. But people tend to forget the majesty that Arab
nationalism once was. In this elegantly narrated and richly documented book, Adeed Dawisha brings this
majesty to life through a sweeping historical account of its dramatic rise and fall.

Dawisha argues that Arab nationalism--which, he says, was inspired by nineteenth-century German
Romantic nationalism--really took root after World War | and not in the nineteenth century, as many believe,
and that it blossomed only in the 1950s and 1960s under the charismatic leadership of Egypt's Gamal 'Abd
al-Nasir. He traces the ideology's passage from the collapse of the Ottoman Empire through its triumphant
ascendancy in the late 1950s with the unity of Egypt and Syria and with the nationalist revolution of Irag, to
the mortal blow it received in the 1967 Arab defeat by Israel, and its eventual eclipse. Dawisha criticizes the
common failure to distinguish between the broader, cultural phenomenon of "Arabism" and the political,
secular desire for aunited Arab state that defined Arab nationalism. In recent decades competitive

ideol ogies--not least, Islamic militancy--have inexorably supplanted the latter, he contends.

Dawisha, who grew up in Irag during the heyday of Arab nationalism, infuses hiswork with rare personal
insight and extraordinary historical breadth. In addition to Western sources, he draws on an unprecedented
wealth of Arab political memoirs and studies to tell the fascinating story of one of the most colorful and
significant periods of the contemporary Arab world. In doing so, he also gives us the means to more fully
understand trends in the region today.

Complete with a hard-hitting new and expanded section that surveys recent nationalism and eventsin the
Middle East, Arab Nationalismin the Twentieth Century tells the fascinating story of one of the most
colorful and significant periods in twentieth-century Middle Eastern history.
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From reader reviews:
Larry Hunter:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century: From
Triumph to Despair. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how isimportant abook Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century: From Triumph to Despair. Y ou can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored to go to
thelibrary. Let'slearn.

Michelle Wilson:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century: From Triumph to
Despair was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century: From
Triumph to Despair is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the
book Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century: From Triumph to Despair. Y ou hever experience lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Elmer August:

This Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century: From Triumph to Despair are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century:
From Triumph to Despair can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions bothin e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century: From Triumph to
Despair forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Alberto Alvarez;

Isit aperson who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth
Century: From Triumph to Despair can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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