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When the wind of the 1960s blew through the world of psychiatry

In 1961, when Franco Basaglia arrived outside the grim walls of the Gorizia asylum, on the Italian border
with Yugoslavia, it was a place of horror, a Bedlam for the mentally sick and excluded, redolent of
Basaglia’s own wartime experience inside a fascist gaol. Patients were frequently restrained for long periods,
and therapy was largely a matter of electric and insulin shocks. The corridors stank, and for many of the
interned the doors were locked for life. This was a concentration camp, not a hospital.

Basaglia, the new Director, was expected to practise all the skills of oppression in which he had been
schooled, but he would have none of this. The place had to be closed down by opening it up from the inside,
bringing freedom and democracy to the patients, the nurses and the psychiatrists working in that “total
institution.”

Inspired by the writings of authors such as Primo Levi, R.D. Laing, Erving Goffman, Michel Foucault and
Frantz Fanon, and the practices of experimental therapeutic communities in the UK, Basaglia’s seminal work
as a psychiatrist and campaigner in Gorizia, Parma and Trieste fed into and substantially contributed to the
national and international movement of 1968. In 1978 a law was passed (the “Basaglia law”) which
sanctioned the closure of the entire Italian asylum system.

The first comprehensive study of this revolutionary approach to mental health care, The Man Who Closed the
Asylums is a gripping account of one of the most influential movements in twentieth-century psychiatry,
which helped to transform the way we see mental illness. Basaglia’s work saved countless people from a
miserable existence, and his legacy persists, as an object lesson in the struggle against the brutality and
ignorance that the establishment peddles to the public as common sense.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Henson:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco
Basaglia and the Revolution in Mental Health Care book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

David Henry:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco
Basaglia and the Revolution in Mental Health Care is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Richard Zhang:

Exactly why? Because this The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the Revolution in
Mental Health Care is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Edna Barnett:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply
searching from it. It is identified as of book The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the
Revolution in Mental Health Care. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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