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Hamid Naficy is one of the world’s leading authorities on Iranian film, and A Social History of Iranian
Cinema is his magnum opus. Covering the late nineteenth century to the early twenty-first and addressing
documentaries, popular genres, and art films, it explains Iran’s peculiar cinematic production modes, as well
as the role of cinema and media in shaping modernity and a modern national identity in Iran. This
comprehensive social history unfolds across four volumes, each of which can be appreciated on its own.

Volume 2 spans the period of Mohammad Reza Shah’s rule, from 1941 until 1978. During this time Iranian
cinema flourished and became industrialized, at its height producing more than ninety films each year. The
state was instrumental in building the infrastructures of the cinema and television industries, and it instituted
a vast apparatus of censorship and patronage. During the Second World War the Allied powers competed to
control the movies shown in Iran. In the following decades, two distinct indigenous cinemas emerged. The
more popular, traditional, and commercial filmfarsi movies included tough-guy films and the “stewpot”
genre of melodrama, with plots reflecting the rapid changes in Iranian society. The new-wave cinema was a
smaller but more influential cinema of dissent, made mostly by foreign-trained filmmakers and modernist
writers opposed to the regime. Ironically, the state both funded and censored much of the new-wave cinema,
which grew bolder in its criticism as state authoritarianism consolidated. A vital documentary cinema also
developed in the prerevolutionary era.

A Social History of Iranian Cinema
Volume 1: The Artisanal Era, 1897–1941
Volume 2: The Industrializing Years, 1941–1978
Volume 3: The Islamicate Period, 1978–1984
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From reader reviews:

William Jimenes:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular A Social History of Iranian
Cinema, Volume 2: The Industrializing Years, 1941–1978 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Leon Fisher:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The Industrializing Years,
1941–1978 can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Stuart Perez:

This A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The Industrializing Years, 1941–1978 is completely
new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The Industrializing Years,
1941–1978 can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the
e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life as well as knowledge.

William Keller:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top list in your reading list will be A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The Industrializing
Years, 1941–1978. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming



precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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