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The antebellum period has long been identified with the belated emergence of a truly national literature. And
yet, as Meredith L. McGill argues, a mass market for books in this period was built and sustained through
what we would call rampant literary piracy: a national literature developed not despite but because of the
systematic copying of foreign works. Restoring a political dimension to accounts of the economic grounds of
antebellum literature, McGill unfolds the legal arguments and political struggles that produced an American
"culture of reprinting" and held it in place for two crucial decades.

In this culture of reprinting, the circulation of print outstripped authorial and editorial control. McGill
examines the workings of literary culture within this market, shifting her gaze from first and authorized
editions to reprints and piracies, from the form of the book to the intersection of book and periodical
publishing, and from a national literature to an internally divided and transatlantic literary marketplace.
Through readings of the work of Dickens, Poe, and Hawthorne, McGill seeks both to analyze how changes
in the conditions of publication influenced literary form and to measure what was lost as literary markets
became centralized and literary culture became stratified in the early 1850s. American Literature and the
Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853 delineates a distinctive literary culture that was regional in articulation and
transnational in scope, while questioning the grounds of the startlingly recent but nonetheless powerful
equation of the national interest with the extension of authors' rights.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853
(Material Texts). Try to the actual book American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853
(Material Texts) as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Doyle Swoope:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book American Literature and the
Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853 (Material Texts) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or appropriate book with you?

Claudia Chittum:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this American Literature and the Culture of
Reprinting, 1834-1853 (Material Texts) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853 (Material Texts) as good book not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Clarissa Holland:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 1834-1853 (Material Texts) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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