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"If You Don't Know Me By Now," "The Love I Lost," "The Soul Train Theme," "Then Came You," "Ain't
No Stoppin' Us Now"--the distinctive music that became known as Philly Soul dominated the pop music
charts in the 1970s. In A House on Fire, John A. Jackson takes us inside the musical empire created by
Kenny Gamble, Leon Huff, and Thom Bell, the three men who put Philadelphia Soul on the map.
Here is the eye-opening story of three of the most influential and successful music producers of the
seventies. Jackson shows how Gamble, Huff, and Bell developed a black recording empire second only to
Berry Gordy's Motown, pumping out a string of chart-toppers from Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes, the
Spinners, the O'Jays, the Stylistics, and many others. The author underscores the endemic racism of the
music business at that time, revealing how the three men were blocked from the major record companies and
outlets in Philadelphia because they were black, forcing them to create their own label, sign their own artists,
and create their own sound. The sound they created--a sophisticated and glossy form of rhythm and blues,
characterized by crisp, melodious harmonies backed by lush, string-laden orchestration and a hard-driving
rhythm section--was a glorious success, producing at least twenty-eight gold or platinum albums and thirty-
one gold or platinum singles. But after their meteoric rise and years of unstoppable success, their production
company finally failed, brought down by payola, competition, a tough economy, and changing popular
tastes.
Funky, groovy, soulful--Philly Soul was the classic seventies sound. A House on Fire tells the inside story of
this remarkable musical phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Myron Abbott:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A House on Fire: The Rise and Fall of
Philadelphia Soul book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Larry Hunter:

The reserve with title A House on Fire: The Rise and Fall of Philadelphia Soul has lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Blake Darden:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This A House on Fire: The Rise and Fall of
Philadelphia Soul can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Ruth Zimmer:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book A House on Fire: The Rise and Fall of
Philadelphia Soul to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the guide A House on Fire: The Rise and Fall of Philadelphia Soul can to
be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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