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Work first. That is the core idea behind the 1996 welfare reform legislation. It sounds appealing, but
according to Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better, it collides with an exceptionally difficult
reality. The degree to which work provides a way out of poverty depends greatly on the ability of low-skilled
people to maintain stable employment and make progress toward an income that provides an adequate
standard of living. This forward-looking volume examines eight areas of the safety net where families are
falling through and describes how current policies and institutions could evolve to enhance the self-
sufficiency of low-income families.

David Neumark analyzes a range of labor market policies and finds overwhelming evidence that the
minimum wage is ineffective in promoting self-sufficiency. Neumark suggests the Earned Income Tax
Credit is a much more promising policy to boost employment among single mothers and family incomes.
Greg Duncan, Lisa Gennetian, and Pamela Morris find no evidence that encouraging parents to work leads to
better parenting, improved psychological health, or more positive role models for children. Instead, the
connection between parental work and child achievement is linked to parents’ improved access to quality
child care. Rebecca Blank and Brian Kovak document an alarming increase in the number of single mothers
who receive neither wages nor public assistance and who are significantly more likely to suffer from medical
problems of their own or of a child. Time caps and work hour requirements embedded in benefits policies
leave some mothers unable to work and ineligible for cash benefits.

Marcia Meyers and Janet Gornick identify another gap: low-income families tend to lose financial support
and health coverage long before they earn enough to access employer-based benefits and tax provisions.
They propose building “institutional bridges” that minimize discontinuities associated with changes in
employment, earnings, or family structure. Steven Raphael addresses a particularly troubling weakness of the
work-based safety net—its inadequate provision for the large number of individuals who are or were
incarcerated in the United States. He offers tractable suggestions for policy changes that could ease their
transition back into non-institutionalized society and the labor market.

Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better shows that the “work first” approach alone isn’t working
and suggests specific ways the social welfare system might be modified to produce greater gains for
vulnerable families.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Oconnell:

The book Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better: Forward-Looking Policies to Help Low-Income
Families can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
best thing like a book Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better: Forward-Looking Policies to Help
Low-Income Families? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Making the
Work-Based Safety Net Work Better: Forward-Looking Policies to Help Low-Income Families has simple
shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Banks:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question simply because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Making the Work-Based Safety
Net Work Better: Forward-Looking Policies to Help Low-Income Families to read.

Victor Green:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better: Forward-
Looking Policies to Help Low-Income Families why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Paul Breen:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon.
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