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Armed with razor-sharp teeth and capable of drinking many times its volume of blood, the leech is an
unlikely cure for ill health. Yet that is exactly the role this worm-like parasite has played in both Western and
Eastern medicine throughout history.
 
In this book, Robert G. W. Kirk and Neil Pemberton explore how the leech surfaces in radically different
spheres. The ancients used them in humeral medicine to bring the four humors of the body—blood, phlegm,
and black and yellow bile—back into balance. Today, leeches are used in plastic and reconstructive surgery
to help reattach severed limbs and remove pools of blood before it kills tissue. Leeches have also been used
in a nineteenth-century meteorological barometer and a twentieth-century biomedical tool that helped win a
Nobel Prize. Kirk and Pemberton also reveal the dark side of leeches as they are portrayed in fiction, film,
and popular culture. From Bram Stoker’s Dracula to a video game player’s nemesis, the leech is used to
represent the fears of science run amok. Leech shines new light on one of humanity’s most enduring and
unlikely companions.
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From reader reviews:

Ned Aguayo:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal). All
type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Orville Norman:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) ended up
being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) is not only giving you far more new
information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal).
You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jessie Loudermilk:

Here thing why this particular Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content
is as delightful as food or not. Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Leech (Reaktion
Books - Animal). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) in e-book can be your option.

Natalie Renz:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Leech (Reaktion Books -
Animal) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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