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Every winter settlers of the U.S. and Canadian Mountain West could expect to lose dozens of lives to deadly
avalanches. This constant threat to trappers, miners, railway workers-and their families-forced individuals
and communities to develop knowledge, share strategies, and band together as they tried to survive the
extreme conditions of "avalanche country." The result of this convergence, author Diana Di Stefano argues,
was a complex network of formal and informal cooperation that used disaster preparedness to engage legal
action and instill a sense of regional identity among the many lives affected by these natural disasters.

Encounters in Avalanche Country tells the story of mountain communities' responses to disaster over a
century of social change and rapid industrialization. As mining and railway companies triggered new kinds
of disasters, ideas about environmental risk and responsibility were increasingly negotiated by mountain
laborers, at the elite levels among corporations, and in socially charged civil suits. Disasters became a
dangerous crossroads where social spaces and ecological realities collided, illustrating how individuals,
groups, communities, and corporate entities were all tangled in this web of connections between people and
their environment.

Written in a lively and engaging narrative style, Encounters in Avalanche Country uncovers authentic stories
of survival struggles, frightening avalanches, and how local knowledge challenged legal traditions that
defined avalanches as acts of god. Combining disaster, mining, railroad, and ski histories with the theme of
severe winter weather, it provides a new and fascinating perspective on the settlement of the Mountain West.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Encounters in
Avalanche Country: A History of Survival in the Mountain West, 1820-1920 (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book
Series in Western History and Biography) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled Encounters in Avalanche Country: A History of Survival in the
Mountain West, 1820-1920 (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography)is the
main of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Deborah Ellefson:

This Encounters in Avalanche Country: A History of Survival in the Mountain West, 1820-1920 (Emil and
Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) is great reserve for you because the content
that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Encounters in Avalanche Country: A History of Survival in the Mountain West, 1820-1920 (Emil and
Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen
small right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt that?

William Nelson:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Encounters in Avalanche Country: A History of Survival in the Mountain West,
1820-1920 (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) provide you with new
experience in looking at a book.



Bobby Gonsalves:

You will get this Encounters in Avalanche Country: A History of Survival in the Mountain West, 1820-1920
(Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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