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Taigu Ryokan (1758-1831) remains one of the most popular figures in Japanese Buddhist history. Despite
his religious and artistic sophistication (he excelled in scriptural studies, in calligraphy, and in poetry),
Ryokan referred to himself as "Great Fool, " refusing to place himself within any established religious
institution. In contrast to Zen masters of his time who presided over large monasteries, trained students, or
produced recondite treatises, Ryokan followed a life of mendicancy in the countryside. Instead of delivering
sermons, he expressed himself through kanshi (poems composed in classical Chinese) and waka (poems in
Japanese syllabary) and could typically be found playing with the village children in the course of his daily
rounds of begging. Great Fool is the first study in a Western language to offer a comprehensive picture of the
legendary poet-monk and his oeuvre. It includes not only an extensive collection of the master's kanshi,
topically arranged to facilitate an appreciation of Ryokan's colorful world, but selections of his waka, essays,
and letters. The volume also presents for the first time in English the Ryokan zenji kiwa (Curious Accounts
of the Zen Master Ryokan), a firsthand source composed by a former student less than sixteen years after
Ryokan's death. Consisting of anecdotes and episodes, sketches from Ryokan's everyday life, the Curious
Accounts is invaluable for showing how Ryokan was understood and remembered by his contemporaries. To
further assist the reader, three introductory essays approach Ryokan from the diverse perspectives of his
personal history and literary work.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa as
the daily resource information.

Steven Cruce:

The actual book Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes
some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking
over this book.

Lisa Chaffee:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa
can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending
your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Lola Behrendt:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. On this modern
era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa when you necessary it?
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