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"By combining the meticulousness of an ethnographer with a writer's commitment to storytelling, Stein has
written a book that's surprisingly compelling-or, better, compelling because it's surprising."
-David L. Kirp, The Nation

Winner of the 2001 Ruth Benedict Award 

In a book that combines strong on-the-ground research and lucid analysis with a novelist's imaginative
sympathy, Arlene Stein sets out to discover why a small town with no apparent queer population became the
site of a bitter battle over gay rights. 

"A fascinating look at the psychology of fear and persuasion." 
-Monica Drake, The Oregonian

"Every liberal ought to read this. . . . Arlene Stein provides an important depiction of life in a town which
became a vortex of national and local issues."
-Tex Sample, Christian Century 

"What's especially valuable about Stein's book is her detailed look at each individual's take on the meaning
of the campaign and her patient exploration of the wide variety of forces shifting the ground of these people's
lives."
-E. J. Graff, American Prospect

"This book displays interpretive sociology at its best." 
-Robert N. Bellah, coauthor of Habits of the Heart and The Good Society

"In her cogent analysis of just how sickeningly simple it is to create an 'other,' a 'stranger' upon whom blame
for our problems may be shifted, Stein has touched to the very heart of the social upheaval in America
today." 
-Dan Hays, Salem (Oreg.) Statesman-Journal

Arlene Stein is associate professor of sociology at Rutgers University. She has written for The Nation, The
Oregonian, and Newsday, among other publications, and is the author of Sex and Sensibility: Stories of a
Lesbian Generation and editor of Sisters, Sexperts, Queers. 
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Pryor:

The book The Stranger Next Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil
Rights will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Stranger
Next Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Mary West:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere?
It ok you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Stranger Next
Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Aaron Tolleson:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Stranger Next Door: The Story of a Small
Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Ann Yoho:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their passion.
They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this age,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this The Stranger Next Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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