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The concept of "practices"—whether of representation, of political or scientific traditions, or of
organizational culture—is central to social theory. In this book, Stephen Turner presents the first analysis and
critique of the idea of practice as it has developed in the various theoretical traditions of the social sciences
and the humanities.

Understood broadly as a tacit understanding "shared" by a group, the concept of a practice has a fatal
difficulty, Turner argues: there is no plausible mechanism by which a "practice" is transmitted or reproduced.
The historical uses of the concept, from Durkheim to Kripke's version of Wittgenstein, provide examples of
the contortions that thinkers have been forced into by this problem, and show the ultimate implausibility of
the idea.

Turner's conclusion sketches a picture of what happens when we do without the notion of a shared practice,
and how this bears on social theory and philosophy. It explains why social theory cannot get beyond the
stage of constructing fuzzy analogies, and why the standard constructions of the contemporary philosophical
problem of relativism depend upon this defective notion. This first book-length critique of practice theory is
sure to stir discussion and controversy in a wide range of fields, from philosophy and science studies to
sociology, anthropology, literary studies, and political and legal theory.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Social Theory of
Practices: Tradition, Tacit Knowledge, and Presuppositions suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Social Theory of Practices: Tradition, Tacit
Knowledge, and Presuppositionsis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Sheryl Hicks:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Social Theory of Practices: Tradition,
Tacit Knowledge, and Presuppositions e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
question The Social Theory of Practices: Tradition, Tacit Knowledge, and Presuppositions as good book not
simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its
deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Chad Wright:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. The Social Theory of Practices: Tradition, Tacit Knowledge, and
Presuppositions can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short time
problems.

Mark Montague:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Social Theory of Practices:
Tradition, Tacit Knowledge, and Presuppositions is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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