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Between 1840 and 1869, thousands of people crossed the American continent looking for a new life in the
West. Success Depends on the Animals explores the relationships and encounters that these emigrants had
with animals, both wild and domestic, as they traveled the Overland Trail. In the longest migration of people
in history, the overlanders were accompanied by thousands of work animals such as horses, oxen, mules, and
cattle. These travelers also brought dogs and other companion animals, and along the way confronted
unknown wild animals.

Ahmad’s study is the first to explore how these emigrants became dependent upon the animals that traveled
with them, and how, for some, this dependence influenced a new way of thinking about the human-animal
bond. The pioneers learned how to work with the animals and take care of them while on the move. Many
had never ridden a horse before, let alone hitched oxen to a wagon. Due to the close working relationship
that the emigrants were forced to have with these animals, many befriended the domestic beasts of burden,
even attributing human characteristics to them. Drawing on primary sources such as journals, diaries, and
newspaper accounts, Ahmad explores how these new experiences influenced fresh ideas about the role of
animals in pioneer life. Scholars and students of western history and animal studies will find this a
fascinating and distinctive analysis of an understudied topic.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Thibodeaux:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
titled Success Depends on the Animals: Emigrants, Livestock, and Wild Animals on the Overland Trails,
1840-1869? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Ella Cook:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Success Depends on the Animals:
Emigrants, Livestock, and Wild Animals on the Overland Trails, 1840-1869 will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Mary Bunnell:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. Success Depends on the Animals: Emigrants, Livestock, and Wild Animals on the
Overland Trails, 1840-1869 can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time
problems.

Betty Abbott:

The book untitled Success Depends on the Animals: Emigrants, Livestock, and Wild Animals on the
Overland Trails, 1840-1869 contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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