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Rewriting The Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women Writers examines the ways
Guadeloupean women writers Maryse Condé, Simone Schwarz-Bart and Myriam Warner-Vieyra demystify
the theme of the return to Africa as opposed to the masculinist version by Négritude male writers from the
1930s to 1960s. Négritude, a cultural and literary movement, drew much of its strength from the idea of a
mythical or cultural reconnection with the African past allegorized as a mother figure. In contrast these
women writers, of the post-colonial era who are to large extent heirs of Négritude, differ sharply from their
male counterparts in their representation of Africa. In their novels, the continent is not represented as a
propitious mother figure but a disappointing father figure. This study argues that these women writers'
subversion of the metaphorical figure of Africa and its transformation is tied to their gender. The women
novelists are indeed critical of a female allegorization of the land that is reminiscent of a colonial or
nationalist project and a simplistic representation of motherhood that does not reflect the complexities of the
Diaspora's relation to origins and identity. Unlike the primary male writers of the Négritude movement, they
carefully "gendered" the notion of return by choosing female protagonists who made their way back to the
Motherland in search of identity. I argue that writing is a more suitable space for the female subject seeking
identity because it allows her to have a voice and become subject rather than object as that was the case with
the Négritude writers. The women writers' shattering of the image of Mother Africa and subsequently that of
Father Africa highlights the complex relationship between Africa and the Diaspora from a female point of
view. It shifts the identity quest of the characters towards the Caribbean, which emerges as the real
problematic mother: a multi-faceted, fragmented figure that reflects the constitutive clash that occurred in the
archipelago between Europe, Africa, and the Americas where the issues of race, gender, class, culture,
ethnicity, history, and language are very complex.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Wright:

The book Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women Writers can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women
Writers? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Rewriting the Return
to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women Writers has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So
it is very wonderful.

Alice Christensen:

Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women Writers can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean
Women Writers however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial considering.

Jorge Raines:

You can find this Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women Writers by look
at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways
for you.

Stephanie Sellers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by



book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
actually Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women Writers.
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