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Much of the current reassessment of race, culture, and criminal justice in the nineteenth-century South has
been based on intensive community studies. Drawing on previously untapped sources, the nine original
papers collected here represent some of the best new work on how racial justice can be shaped by the
particulars of time and place.

Although each essay is anchored in the local, several important larger themes emerge across the
volume—such as the importance of personality and place, the movement of former slaves from the
capriciousness of "plantation justice" to the (theoretically) more evenhanded processes of the courts, and the
increased presence of government in daily aspects of American life.

Local Matters cites a wide range of examples to support these themes. One essay considers the case of a
quasi-free slave in Natchez, Mississippi—himself a slaveowner—who was "reined in" by his master through
the courts, while another shows how federal aims were subverted during trials held in the aftermath of the
1876 race riots in Ellenton, South Carolina. Other topics covered include the fear of black criminality as a
motivation of Klan activity; the career of Thomas Ruffin, slaveowner and North Carolina Supreme Court
Justice; blacks and the ballot in Washington County, Texas; the overturned murder conviction of a North
Carolina slave who had killed a white man; the formation of a powerful white bloc in Vicksburg,
Mississippi; agitation by black and white North Carolina women for greater protections from abusive white
male elites; and slaves, crime, and the common law in New Orleans.

Together, these studies offer new insights into the nature of law and the fate of due process at different stages
of a highly racialized society.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Gaitan:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Local Matters: Race, Crime, and
Justice in the Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal History of the South). All type of book is it
possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Richard Bennett:

This Local Matters: Race, Crime, and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal History
of the South) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately
using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Local Matters: Race, Crime, and Justice in the
Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal History of the South) in your hand like having the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt which?

Douglas Moskowitz:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Local Matters: Race, Crime,
and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal History of the South) which is having the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Christopher Parker:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known
as of book Local Matters: Race, Crime, and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal
History of the South). Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring
you from one destination to other place.
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