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What we today call Shinto has been at the heart of Japanese culture for almost as long as there has been a
political entity distinguishing itself as Japan. A Year in the Life of a Shinto Shrine describes the ritual cycle at
Suwa Shrine, Nagasaki’s major Shinto shrine. Conversations with priests, other shrine personnel, and people
attending shrine functions supplement John K. Nelson’s observations of over fifty shrine rituals and festivals.
He elicits their views on the meaning and personal relevance of the religious events and the place of Shinto
and Suwa Shrine in Japanese society, culture, and politics. Nelson focuses on the very human side of an
ancient institution and provides a detailed look at beliefs and practices that, although grounded in natural
cycles, are nonetheless meaningful in late-twentieth-century Japanese society.

Nelson explains the history of Suwa Shrine, basic Shinto concepts, and the Shinto worldview, including a
discussion of the Kami, supernatural forces that pervade the universe. He explores the meaning of ritual in
Japanese culture and society and examines the symbols, gestures, dances, and meanings of a typical shrine
ceremony. He then describes the cycle of activities at the shrine during a calendar year: the seasonal rituals
and festivals and the petitionary, propitiary, and rite-of-passage ceremonies performed for individuals and
specific groups. Among them are the Dolls’ Day festival, in which young women participate in a procession
and worship service wearing Heian period costumes; the autumn Okunchi festival, which attracts participants
from all over Japan and even brings emigrants home for a visit; the ritual invoking the blessing of the Kami
for young children; and the ritual sanctifying the earth before a building is constructed. The author also
describes the many roles women play in Shinto and includes an interview with a female priest.

Shinto has always been attentive to the protection of communities from unpredictable human and divine
forces and has imbued its ritual practices with techniques and strategies to aid human life. By observing the
Nagasaki shrine’s traditions and rituals, the people who make it work, and their interactions with the
community at large, the author shows that cosmologies from the past are still very much a part of the cultural
codes utilized by the nation and its people to meet the challenges of today.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

The book A Year in the Life of a Shinto Shrine make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book A Year in the Life of a Shinto Shrine
being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a publication A Year
in the Life of a Shinto Shrine. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Shawn Farr:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be examine. A Year in the Life of a Shinto Shrine can be your answer given it can be read
by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Yvette Barstow:

The book untitled A Year in the Life of a Shinto Shrine contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Lily Terry:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book A Year in the Life of a Shinto Shrine
to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you similar
to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the guide
A Year in the Life of a Shinto Shrine can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of the time.
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