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Ernest Hemingway asserted, "All modern American literature comes from one book by Mark Twain called
Huckleberry Finn." Lionel Trilling said the novel was "not less than definitive in American literature."
Published in 1884, Huck Finn has become one of the most widely taught novels in American curricula. But
where did Huckleberry Finn come from, and what made it so distinctive? Shelley Fisher Fishkin suggests
that in Huckleberry Finn, more than in any other work, Mark Twain let African-American voices, language,
and rhetorical traditions play a major role in the creation of his art.
In Was Huck Black?, Fishkin combines close readings of published and unpublished writing by Twain with
intensive biographical and historical research and insights gleaned from linguistics, literary theory, and
folklore to shed new light on the role African-American voices played in the genesis of Huckleberry Finn.
Given that book's importance in American culture, her analysis illuminates, as well, how African-American
voices have shaped our sense of what is distinctively "American" about American literature.
Fishkin shows that Mark Twain was surrounded, throughout his life, by richly talented African-American
speakers whose rhetorical gifts Twain admired candidly and profusely. A black child named Jimmy whom
Twain called "the most artless, sociable and exhaustless talker I ever came across" helped Twain understand
the potential of a vernacular narrator in the years before he began writing Huckleberry Finn, and served as a
model for the voice with which Twain would transform American literature. A slave named Jerry whom
Twain referred to as an "impudent and satirical and delightful young black man" taught Twain about
"signifying"--satire in an African-American vein--when Twain was a teenager (later Twain would recall that
he thought him "the greatest man in the United States" at the time). Other African-American voices left their
mark on Twain's imagination as well--but their role in the creation of his art has never been recognized. Was
Huck Black? adds a new dimension to current debates over multiculturalism and the canon.
American literary historians have told a largely segregated story: white writers come from white literary
ancestors, black writers from black ones. The truth is more complicated and more interesting. While African-
American culture shaped Huckleberry Finn, that novel, in turn, helped shape African-American writing in
the twentieth century. As Ralph Ellison commented in an interview with Fishkin, Twain "made it possible
for many of us to find our own voices."
Was Huck Black? dramatizes the crucial role of black voices in Twain's art, and takes the first steps beyond
traditional cultural boundaries to unveil an American literary heritage that is infinitely richer and more
complex than we had thought.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Green:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Was Huck Black?: Mark Twain and African-American
Voices. Try to face the book Was Huck Black?: Mark Twain and African-American Voices as your good
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Fern Gooding:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Was Huck Black?: Mark
Twain and African-American Voices book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Richard Moultrie:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Was Huck Black?: Mark Twain and African-American Voices why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Daisy Harris:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book Was
Huck Black?: Mark Twain and African-American Voices we can have more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Was Huck Black?: Mark
Twain and African-American Voices. You can more desirable than now.
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