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Fifteen years ago, revelations about the political misdeeds of Martin Heidegger and Paul de Man sent shock
waves throughout European and North American intellectual circles. Ever since, postmodernism has been
haunted by the specter of a compromised past. In this intellectual genealogy of the postmodern spirit,
Richard Wolin shows that postmodernism's infatuation with fascism has been widespread and not incidental.
He calls into question postmodernism's claim to have inherited the mantle of the left--and suggests that
postmodern thought has long been smitten with the opposite end of the political spectrum.

In probing chapters on C. G. Jung, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Georges Bataille, and Maurice Blanchot, Wolin
discovers an unsettling commonality: during the 1930s, these thinkers leaned to the right and were tainted by
a proverbial "fascination with fascism." Frustrated by democracy's shortcomings, they were seduced by
fascism's grandiose promises of political regeneration. The dictatorships in Italy and Germany promised
redemption from the uncertainties of political liberalism. But, from the beginning, there could be no doubting
their brutal methods of racism, violence, and imperial conquest.

Postmodernism's origins among the profascist literati of the 1930s reveal a dark political patrimony. The
unspoken affinities between Counter-Enlightenment and postmodernism constitute the guiding thread of
Wolin's suggestive narrative. In their mutual hostility toward reason and democracy, postmodernists and the
advocates of Counter-Enlightenment betray a telltale strategic alliance--they cohabit the fraught terrain
where far left and far right intersect.

Those who take Wolin's conclusions to heart will never view the history of modern thought in quite the same
way.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Young:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual
Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism seemed to be making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book The
Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism is not
only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book The Seduction
of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism. You never truly feel
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Doreen Harry:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Seduction of
Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism is kind of publication
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Phyllis Kelly:

Beside this particular The Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to
Postmodernism in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Gail Nugent:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and The Seduction of Unreason: The
Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism or others sources were given expertise



for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Seduction of Unreason: The
Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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