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Originally published to wide acclaim, this lively, cleverly illustrated essay on the use and abuse of maps
teaches us how to evaluate maps critically and promotes a healthy skepticism about these easy-to-manipulate
models of reality. Monmonier shows that, despite their immense value, maps lie. In fact, they must.

The second edition is updated with the addition of two new chapters, 10 color plates, and a new foreword by
renowned geographer H. J. de Blij. One new chapter examines the role of national interest and cultural
values in national mapping organizations, including the United States Geological Survey, while the other
explores the new breed of multimedia, computer-based maps.

To show how maps distort, Monmonier introduces basic principles of mapmaking, gives entertaining
examples of the misuse of maps in situations from zoning disputes to census reports, and covers all the
typical kinds of distortions from deliberate oversimplifications to the misleading use of color.

"Professor Monmonier himself knows how to gain our attention; it is not in fact the lies in maps but their
truth, if always approximate and incomplete, that he wants us to admire and use, even to draw for ourselves
on the facile screen. His is an artful and funny book, which like any good map, packs plenty in little
space."—Scientific American

"A useful guide to a subject most people probably take too much for granted. It shows how map makers
translate abstract data into eye-catching cartograms, as they are called. It combats cartographic illiteracy. It
fights cartophobia. It may even teach you to find your way. For that alone, it seems
worthwhile."—Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, The New York Times

". . . witty examination of how and why maps lie. [The book] conveys an important message about how
statistics of any kind can be manipulated. But it also communicates much of the challenge, aesthetic appeal,
and sheer fun of maps. Even those who hated geography in grammar school might well find a new
enthusiasm for the subject after reading Monmonier's lively and surprising book."—Wilson Library Bulletin

"A reading of this book will leave you much better defended against cheap atlases, shoddy journalism,
unscrupulous advertisers, predatory special-interest groups, and others who may use or abuse maps at your
expense."—John Van Pelt, Christian Science Monitor



"Monmonier meets his goal admirably. . . . [His] book should be put on every map user's 'must read' list. It is
informative and readable . . . a big step forward in helping us to understand how maps can mislead their
readers."—Jeffrey S. Murray, Canadian Geographic
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Barone:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled How to Lie with Maps. Try to the actual book How to Lie with Maps as
your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

George Degregorio:

In other case, little men and women like to read book How to Lie with Maps. You can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book How to Lie with Maps.
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Tanya Nolan:

You can get this How to Lie with Maps by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern
era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Oliver Lyle:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book How to Lie with Maps to make your
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading
through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that
the guide How to Lie with Maps can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of this time.
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