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A global and pioneering leader of progressive Christianity and the bestselling author of Why Christianity
Must Change or Die and Eternal Life explains why a literal reading of the Gospels is actually heretical, and
how this mistaken notion only entered the church once Gentiles had pushed out all the Jewish followers of
Jesus.

A man who has consciously and deliberately walked the path of Christ, John Shelby Spong has lived his
entire life inside the Christian Church. In this profound and considered work, he offers a radical new way to
look at the gospels today as he shows just how deeply Jewish the Christian Gospels are and how much they
reflect the Jewish scriptures, history, and patterns of worship. Pulling back the layers of a long-standing
Gentile ignorance, he reveals how the church’s literal reading of the Bible is so far removed from these
original Jewish authors’ intent that it is an act of heresy.

Using the Gospel of Matthew as a guide, Spong explores the Bible’s literary and liturgical roots—its
grounding in Jewish culture, symbols, icons, and storytelling tradition—to explain how the events of Jesus’
life, including the virgin birth, the miracles, the details of the passion story, and the resurrection and
ascension, would have been understood by both the Jewish authors of the various gospels and by the Jewish
audiences for which they were originally written. Spong makes clear that it was only after the church became
fully Gentile that readers of the Gospels took these stories to be factual, distorting their original meaning.

In Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy, Spong illuminates the gospels as never before and provides a better
blueprint for the future than where the church’s leaden and heretical reading of the story of Jesus has led
us—one that allows the faithful to live inside the Christian story in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

The book Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy: A Journey into a New Christianity Through the Doorway of
Matthew's Gospel can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the great thing like a book Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy: A Journey into a New Christianity
Through the Doorway of Matthew's Gospel? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy: A Journey into a New Christianity Through the Doorway of
Matthew's Gospel has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Keiko Whitchurch:

This book untitled Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy: A Journey into a New Christianity Through the
Doorway of Matthew's Gospel to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in
the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Bella Singer:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
your requirements is Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy: A Journey into a New Christianity Through the
Doorway of Matthew's Gospel this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suited all of you.

Thomas Williamson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.



Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Biblical Literalism: A
Gentile Heresy: A Journey into a New Christianity Through the Doorway of Matthew's Gospel.
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